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The Montebello Voice 
wants to hear from 
you: musings, trav-
els, announcements, 

photos, book reviews, 
commentary, mem-

oirs, essays, analysis, 
poems, suggestions, 
club news, recipes, 

and free ads
A publication for the 
residents, by the resi-

dents

Cover photo by Dian McDonald

Election integrity 2024: 
non-partisan viewpoint

Election integrity is an issue in Amer-
ica as we vote in November to choose 
the next President of  the United States. 
No one (regardless of  party affiliation) 
wants to repeat 
the problems 
encountered in 
the 2020 elec-
tions. Election 
integrity is a non-partisan issue. 

Join your fellow Montebello residents 
to hear an expert on the subject. The 
speaker will be Lynn Taylor, president 
of  the Virginia Institute for Public Pol-
icy, a non-profit organization founded 
on non-partisan values.

Date: Thursday, February 15, 2024
Time: 7 - 8 p.m.
Place: Building 4 Party Room (doors 

open at 6:30 p.m.)
There will be time for questions and 

comments after the speaker’s presenta-
tion. Light refreshments will be served. 
– Peg Mastal M

ESL volunteers needed
Want to 

make a big 
difference 
in some-
one’s life? 
Join us 
t e a c h i n g 
E n g l i s h 
to our immigrant neighbors. Volun-
teers must commit to teach one class 
per week, from February 13 to May 
2, 2024. Classes are held on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 10-11:30 a.m. or 7:30-
9 p.m. Our adult students attend both 
days, but volunteers teach once a week. 

We need morning teachers for 
Zoom classes and evening teachers for 
in-person classes at St. John’s Luther-
an Church, 5952 Franconia Road. No 
experience necessary – just a smile and 
desire to help people from other coun-
tries. Teacher training is February 3. 
For more information, go to www.sjlc.
com/serve/esl-volunteers  Or contact 
ESL Coordinator Dori McCormick 
at esl@sjlc.com – Karen Barnes M

Cellist Lourdes de la Peña and pianist Yechan “Enoch” Lim per-
formed Goltermann, Haydn, Schubert, Chopin, Kapustin, Fauré, 
and Squire

Photo by Dian McDonald

https://virginiainstitute.org
https://virginiainstitute.org
http://www.sjlc.com/serve/esl-volunteers
http://www.sjlc.com/serve/esl-volunteers
mailto:esl@sjlc.com
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culture

By Guinevere Jones

Kente: More than a Cloth
Narrow strip-weaving is rooted in 

9th century West African civilizations. 
Kente, whose special stylization was 
adopted in 16th century Ghana, is a 
visual documentation of  history, phi-
losophy, literature, and social values. 
Notably associated with 
the Asante people, Kente 
has maintained its status 
as one of  Africa’s most 
prestigious handwoven 
cloths. It has achieved in-
ternational recognition 
and has evolved into an 
art form whose social sig-
nificance now transcends 
ethnic, cultural, and na-
tional boundaries. It is a 
tangible manifestation of  
an ever-growing sense of  pan-African 
and global cross-cultural camaraderie. 

Researched and published by Dr. Kwaku 
Ofori-Ansa, professor emeritus of  African art 
history at Howard University.

Ethiopian processional cross  
One of  the most detailed of  all cross-

es. Its intricate lattice work represents 
eternal life. The three parts that termi-

nate its points represent the holy trini-
ty.  Crosses may be of  the processional 
type with a socket at the base so they 
may be mounted on a staff and carried 
in church ceremonies or hand-held 
blessing crosses used by priests in ben-
edictions.

Makonde family tree
The Makonde people of  

Tanzania and Mozambique 
are renowned for their 
prowess in wood carvings. 
The Makonde artist will 
typically work seated on the 
ground, using only hand 
tools. A Makonde family 
tree is a visual represen-
tation of  the genealogical 
relationships within a Ma-
konde family. It depicts the 
ancestral lineage, tracing 
the connections between 

different generations, typically through 
the female line in the matrilineal social 
structure of  the Makonde people. The 
family tree showcases the relationships 
between parents, children, siblings, and 
extended family members, reflecting 
the kinship ties and the importance of  
lineage in Makonde culture. 

African art objects grace the display case

West African headrest, a sleep-
ing beauty

The headrest is a status symbol 
and is associated with dreaming and 
divination or the practice of  seeking 
knowledge of  the future by supernatu-
ral means. It is designed for efficiency 
and comfort. While it aligns the spine, 
it also protects intricate hairstyles from 
the ground. M



The Montebello Voice 4 January 26, 2024

Board considers a new playground on village green
amenities

By Mikhailina Karina

AA new playground is coming 
this spring for Montebello’s 
children. A small ad hoc com-

mittee of  parents, board members, and 
management selected a design that 
would accommodate children from 
toddlers to tweens. 

“The new playground offers so much 
more for kids of  all ages,” comment-
ed committee member and mother 
to one-and-a-half-year-old daughter, 
Heather Long. “There are different 
size slides and multiple different ways 

to get up and down. There are still 
three swings and this neat spinner that 
is a hit with kids of  all ages. For little 
ones, the smaller slide and easier stairs 
cater to them.”

The current playground is 25 years 
old and is showing its age with some 
safety issues, such as duct tape cover-
ing sharp rusty edges. A small tot lot 

behind buildings three and four was 
replaced with a deck last fall.

A local company, VPS Recreation, 
was selected based on budget and func-
tionality for different ages. The play-
ground will cost $100,000, which will 

come from the 2024 Reserve Budget. 
“We looked at three different op-

tions,” Long wrote in an email. “We 
walked around the current playground 
one afternoon and visualized the new 
ideas. Then we asked the companies to 
tweak their plans and we picked the fi-
nal one we liked best. 

“We also talked a lot about how 

this new playground compliments the 
one in Mt. Eagle Park (for example, we 
didn’t want a ‘rock wall’ since that is 
available in the park).”

On page 5 of  the board packet, Gen-
eral Manager Eric Finke wrote in his 
memo, “Campus enhancements such 
as this improve both property values 
and quality of  life for residents by ap-
pealing to a large range of  young ages. 
Additionally, there will be a decrease in 
liability to Montebello by having the 
latest equipment that is compliant with 
current codes.”

Final approval will take place at a fu-
ture meeting. M

https://vaplaygrounds.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19RhATi09LcykJ4orS6YEST7SrnJ5YaFE/view?usp=sharing
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“Take it to the board!” Smoking ban is on the back burner
thank you for not smoking

By Mikhailina Karina

AA yes or no question, “Do you 
want smoking banned inside 
of  units here at Montebel-
lo?”was recommended by the 

management to appear on the March 
Board of  Directors election ballot. 

The straight-forward question, pro-
posed by the General Manager Eric 
Finke, was “to gauge overall sentiment 
from owners on the topic,” he stated 
in his memo on page 10 of  the board 
packet.

At the January 23 work session, 
Board President Jon Kandel said the 
election ballot was not the appropri-
ate vehicle for the smoking ban survey, 
which will be addressed this summer or 
fall using data salvaged from last year’s 
compromised second-hand smoke sur-
vey. The survey, which appeared to 
have record-setting 823 responses, was 
found to have 450 responses invalidat-
ed due to hacking suspicion. Overall, 
the legitimate responses cited health 
concerns and quality of  life as reasons 
for enacting a smoking ban inside indi-
vidual units.

According to multiple sources with 
first-hand knowledge of  the survey, the 
reason for the unprecedented manipu-
lation of  results was the management’s 
decision to move from the secure plat-
form Survey Monkey to an inferior 
Google product for a negligible savings 
of  a few hundred dollars. According to 
GM Finke’s memo, the association will 
return to Survey Monkey for the annu-
al cost of  $1,000.

“The information gathered will help 
the Board shape future policies not yet 
determined surrounding a potential 
ban including implementation, grand-
fathering, and enforcement should a 
smoking ban be enacted at a future 
date as allowed by VA law,” Finke 
wrote in his memo. “Accurately know-
ing resident opinions and feelings on 
the controversial topic of  a smoking 
ban is important for the Board to make 
an educated decision in the best inter-

ests of  Montebello.”
Montebello would be joining a grow-

ing list of  local condo communities who 
are passing smoking bans. Following the 
July 21, 2021 law that allows condo and 
property owners associations to easily 
ban smoking inside units or homes re-
quires a simple board majority. Prior to 
the law, such bans required a two-thirds 
vote from owners to change bylaws. 
This means the Montebello board, if  
they so desired, could enact a smoking 
ban by Valentine’s Day.

However, since boards of  directors are 
elected by the owners, changing bylaws 
was not as simple as a vote. In 2020, 
nearby Carlyle Towers in Alexandria 
passed a smoking ban that prohibits cig-
arette smoking and vaping in individual 
homes, common areas, and the outdoor 
grounds. Because it was done before the 
new law, Carlyle Towers bylaw was rati-
fied by a super-majority of  the owners in 
the 549-unit complex.

Carlyle General Manager Tamika 
Richardson was quoted in an article 
in the Northern Virginia Association 
of  Realtors publication: “A smoke-free 
environment means our co-owners and 
future residents will enjoy health and 
safety benefits, and this may make the 
property more attractive to buyers,” 
she said. In multi-unit housing, second-
hand smoke can migrate through open 
windows or balconies, doorways, venti-
lation systems, or plumbing vents, fos-
tering nuisance complaints from neigh-
bors, she said.

One common concern among Mon-
tebello residents is changing the rules 
on people who purchased their homes 
with the understanding they were al-
lowed to smoke in their units. At Car-
lyle, about 4 percent of  the owners are 
“grandfathered,” GM Richardson ex-
plained, but new smokers cannot join 
that group. The smoking prohibition 
applies to residents, guests, and staff 
and contractors working in the building 
or grounds. In town hall meetings held 
to discuss the ban, residents expressed 

concerns about the health issues asso-
ciated with second-hand smoke, uncer-
tainties about the safety of  electronic 
cigarettes, and the stench of  cannabis 
smoke. These were all likely factors in 
the approval of  the ban, Richardson 
said.

In Old Town, Potowmak Crossing 
condominiums has also banned smok-
ing and vaping in all units and common 
elements, including all outdoor areas.

A 2019 article on the Community 
Association Institute site, “Breathing 
clear: Adopting smoke-free policies in 
your high-rise community” outlined 
health and legal liability reasons for in-
stituting smoking bans. It was written 
two years before the Virginia Assembly 
made such bans easier to implement 
with a board vote.

When The Voice contacted individuals 
responsible for the survey last October 
– general manager, board president, 
members of  the QI committee – for 
comment regarding the next steps for 
gauging community support, holding 
town halls, using available data gleaned 
from the survey – a cordial response 
stated, “Thank you very much for your 
interest and willingness to help get the 
word out. Please be patient and all your 
questions will be answered.”

At the last board work session, GM 
Finke mentioned his recent Meet the 
Manager event where residents pas-
sionately voiced their complaints about 
neighbors who smoke and support 
for the smoking ban. His repeated re-
sponse at both meetings was “Take it to 
the board!”

GM Finke’s recommendation “to 
make a motion to add this question to 
the election ballot since such a divisive 
topic and the first time incorporating 
a survey onto the election ballot” was 
dismissed by director Rolf  Dietrich as 
“adding confusion to the ballot” with-
out allowing owners an opportunity to 
present both sides of  the argument.

The community is holding its breath 
waiting for the board to act. M

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19RhATi09LcykJ4orS6YEST7SrnJ5YaFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19RhATi09LcykJ4orS6YEST7SrnJ5YaFE/view?usp=sharing
https://montebelloresidents.buildinglink.com/v2/tenant/Library/getFile.aspx?id=1256411&open=inline
https://montebelloresidents.buildinglink.com/v2/tenant/Library/getFile.aspx?id=1256411&open=inline
https://montebelloresidents.buildinglink.com/v2/tenant/Library/getFile.aspx?id=1256412&open=inline
https://legiscan.com/VA/bill/HB1842/2021
https://www.nvar.com/services/news/re-view-magazine/article/nov-dec-2020/carlyle-towers-condominium-goes-smoke-free
https://www.potowmackcrossing.com/
https://blog.caionline.org/adopting-smoke-free-policies-in-your-high-rise-community/
https://blog.caionline.org/adopting-smoke-free-policies-in-your-high-rise-community/
https://blog.caionline.org/adopting-smoke-free-policies-in-your-high-rise-community/
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facts

By Chester Taylor

DDonald Trump isn’t 
seeking the presiden-
cy because he cares 
about America. He 

is running for president in the hopes 
of  avoiding some of  the more serious 
indictments against him. He knows by 
being a candidate he can use money 
from campaign funds and political ac-
tion committees to help pay for his legal 
fees. He is facing 11 civil and criminal 
cases, plus appeals headed to the Su-
preme Court. The appeals are to deter-
mine if  he has any executive immuni-
ty from any of  the criminal cases and 
whether the 14th Amendment disqual-
ifies him from being president because 
he engaged in insurrection or rebel-
lion against the United States. Sixteen 
states have cases or appeals pending on 
Trump’s disqualification. His claims of  
election interference are malarky. He 
has cheated, lied, and broken the law. 
Now he must pay.

Of  the 11 cases Trump is facing, sev-
en are major civil cases. A civil case is a 
lawsuit, a dispute between two or more 
parties. For example, a person can sue 
another person for defamation after 
circulating a false story. A civil case 
involves getting a court order for the 
defendant to pay damages or perform 
a specific action for the plaintiff. It can 
also include punitive damages for par-
ticularly egregious behavior. As an ex-
ample, Trump’s lawyer Rudy Giuliani 
was ordered to pay $148 million in 
damages for making false claims about 
two Georgia election workers in the 
2020 election. This included $75 mil-
lion in punitive damages. Right after 
court, Giuliani repeated the same false 
statements and is going to trial again, 
already found liable for defamation. He 
has six additional civil cases pending.

Going to civil trial is dicey. In the 
E. Jean Carroll civil trial, Trump was 
ordered to pay $5 million for defam-

ing her after she accused him of  rape 
and defamation. Then Trump repeat-
ed the same false statements about her 
again after trial. She filed another civil 
suit against him with a trial date set for 
January 16, 2024. Since a judge has al-
ready found Trump liable for defama-
tion, the jury will only have to set dam-
ages. In this trial, the infamous Access 
Hollywood tape of  Trump bragging on 
how he abuses women will be allowed 
to be shown.

Trump faces four serious criminal 
indictments, two federal and two state, 
with another state indictment possible. 
While an indictment is not a conviction, 
chances of  being convicted by federal 
prosecutors run about 99.5 percent ac-
cording to data from the Pew Research 
Center. All could result in felonies that 
could result in large fines and prison 
time. Felony convictions remain on a 
person’s criminal record for the rest of  
their life, even if  they receive a pardon.  

Trump’s one case involving the in-
tentional taking, unsecure storing, and 
showing off top-secret documents to 
unauthorized persons is particularly 
disturbing, given Trump’s cozy rela-
tionship with Vladimir Putin involving 
Putin’s election tampering and donat-
ing hundreds of  thousands of  dollars 
to pro-Trump super PAC America First 
Action. The evidence of  this election 
tampering by Russia was in a top-se-
cret binder that Trump directed be sent 
from a safe at CIA headquarters to the 
White House Oval Office and then it 
just disappeared. Trump calls the accu-
sations of  mishandling classified docu-
ments an “empty hoax” but does not 
explain the whereabouts of  the binder.

Then there is the matter of  attempt-
ing to overturn the 2020 election. 
Trump’s legal strategy is to delay crimi-
nal legal proceedings as long as possible 
in the hopes he will be elected presi-
dent and can pardon himself  to make 
the most serious indictments go away. 
Since this has never been done before, 

the Supreme Court would have to de-
termine the constitutional validity of  
such an action. Any president could 
pardon Trump for his federal crimes, 
but not for future crimes, state crimes, 
or civil cases. In the Georgia case, their 
State Board of  Pardons and Paroles, a 
five-member panel appointed by the 
governor, has the power to grant a par-
don. If  Michigan goes forward with a 
state criminal trial and Trump is found 
guilty, the power to pardon lies with the 
governor.

In a possible delaying tactic, Trump 
and his lawyers are arguing that a sit-
ting president has absolute immunity 
from official acts done while in office 
and, therefore, cannot be brought be-
fore criminal proceedings. U.S. District 
Judge Tanya Chutkan, replied “…that 
position [as President] does not confer 
a lifelong ‘get-out-of-jail free’ pass. For-
mer Presidents enjoy no special condi-
tions on their federal criminal liability. 
Defendant may be subject to federal 
investigation, indictment, prosecution, 
conviction, and punishment for any 
criminal acts undertaken while in of-
fice.” DOJ’s Special Counsel Jack Smith 
asked the Supreme Court to make a 
speedy decision on this argument, but 
the Court denied the request and said it 
must go to the D.C. Court of  Appeals 
first. Trump wrote, “Deranged Jack 
Smith’s ‘SUPER SPEEDY’ lawsuit 
against me…It is Election Interference 
like never before seen in our Country.” 
Ironic since it is Trump who has been 
indicted for election interference.

According to The New York Times, 
Trump has used roughly $27 million 
in funds from his political action com-
mittees (PACs) on legal fees in 2023. 
Trump claims that his legal expenses 
related to his 41 current felony charges 
are campaign-related, and are costs 
incurred due to his status as a candi-
date. In 2021 and 2022, Trump’s PACs 
funded more than $16 million in legal 
costs that included the Stormy Daniels 

Trump’s grand charade

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYqKx1GuZGg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYqKx1GuZGg
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/jack-smith
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/jack-smith
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factshush money case. If  called out for us-
ing PAC money to pay for his legal fees 
in the hush money case, the hosts of  
Make It Smart podcast explained that 

Trump could argue “it has to do with 
him potentially influencing an election 
or…that he’s being politically targeted 
because of  his campaign.”

The United States is a nation of  laws. 
We depend on the courts to serve jus-

tice. Without adher-
ence to the law, we are 
nothing more than an 
autocracy. Democracy 
would be dead. 

On the left are the 
civil and criminal 
cases against Trump 
compiled from mul-
tiple media sources, 
including “The Cas-
es Against Trump: A 
Guide,” The Atlantic, 
and “The long list 
of  legal cases against 
Donald Trump,” The 
Guardian. M
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manners

By Bob Shea

TThe 9th Marquess of  Queens-
berry, John Shotto Douglas, 
is remembered for developing 
12 rules governing the sport of  

boxing. A nobleman of  the Victorian 
era, Douglas persuaded his peers that 
even the brutal sport of  boxing needed 
rules detailing what was permissible in 
the bloody matches in England.

Where is the Marquess when he is 
needed now? He is needed not now in 
boxing, but to mandate rules for the 
conduct of  our elected officials in the 
US Capital.

Remember September 9, 2009 when, 
during a nationally televised speech by 
President Barack Obama to a joint ses-
sion of  Congress, Representative Joe 
Wilson from South Carolina shouted, 
“You lie!” at the president? Senator 
John McCain called the outburst “to-
tally disrespectful.” On September 15, 
only six days later, the House passed a 
resolution of  disapproval against Wil-
son.

Those were the good old days.
Earlier this year, Congresswomen 

Majorie Taylor Greene and Lauren 
Boebert engaged in a loud and ex-
pletive-loaded verbal cat fight on the 
House floor over which one had first 
introduced a resolution to impeach 
President Joe Biden, and therefore 
which one deserved the credit.

Former House Speaker Kevin Mc-
Carthy was accused of  elbowing Rep-
resentative Tim Burchett in the kidneys 
in a scrum in a House corridor, alleged-
ly due to the fact that Burchett voted 
to remove McCarthy as House Speak-
er. McCarthy denied the assault, but 
bragged “If  I kidney-punched some-
one, he would be on the ground.”

Representative James Comer, on the 
House floor, accused Representative 
Jared Moskowitz who was wearing 
a blue suit of  looking like a “Smurf.” 
Score one for childish insults.

In the upper chamber, Senator Mark-

wayne Mullin, during a formal senate 
hearing, called for Teamster President 
Sean O’Brien to “stand your butt up.” 
The senator was standing and taking 
off his wedding ring to throw a punch at 
O’Brien when Senator Bernie Sanders 
gaveled him to order, reminding him 
that he was “a United States Senator.” 
Mullin later refused to apologize for 
his conduct, suggesting that a return to 
the days of  fistfights and canings in the 
Congress might help restore respect for 
the institution. Can you define respect?

What Mullin forgot was that the bulk 
of  those confrontations, including the 
near-fatal caning of  Senator Charles 
Sumner, occurred in the mid-1800s as 
a polarized nation was on the brink of  
a violent downward spiral to our deadly 
civil war.

What happened to the days when 
even political rivals in the Congress re-
ferred to each other as “the esteemed 
gentleman from the great state of  (an-
other state)?”

Tip O’Neil, the hard-nosed Dem-
ocratic Speaker of  the House, would 
occasionally share a glass of  bourbon 
with Republican President Ronald 
Reagan. Despite widely differing views 
on policy, the two respected each oth-
er’s position and recognized that civili-
ty and calm discussion could move the 
governing process forward.

In the last Republican “debate” 
from Birmingham, those who elect-
ed to waste 120 minutes of  their time 
watched four candidates for the highest 
office in the land engage in two hours 
of  insults, name-calling, and ego-driv-
en claims to be the chosen one. It was 
all personal with few if  any discussions 
of  policy. Unfortunately it was a slug-
fest for second place, for the one some 
elected but timid and anonymous party 
officials call the Orange Jesus was not 
on the stage. He was too busy identi-
fying “vermin to be eliminated” and 
noting the “poisoning of  the nation’s 
blood” by immigrants from other coun-
tries. Did he ever recall where his wife 
came from? 

Our elected leaders all too often re-
semble 6th graders in a fight on the 
playground at recess, with supporters 
wearing T-shirts in the Capitol that say 
“F--- Biden” and referring to the Vice 
President as “the Ho.” How can we 
maintain a functional society when vi-
olence and disrespect become the new 
normal? Have we lost all dignity and 
decorum? Masculine theatrical swag-
ger that we usually associate with ado-
lescents is all too commonplace.

These are not bikers (with apolo-
gies to all bikers) disagreeing after too 
many Bud Lights in a shady blue-collar 
bar. They are the people we elected to 
make our laws, spend our tax dollars, 
and guide our nation. Our Congress is 
totally dysfunctional when taunts and 
skirmishes take the place of  reasoned 
governing, compromise, and getting 
the job done. We see a daily soap op-
era of  rage, nihilism, and backstabbing 
that negates competent leadership and 
governing. As an aside, the last Con-
gress, prior to adjournment for the hol-
idays, passed just 24 bills. Can you say 
unproductive?

Where is John Shotto Douglas when 
we need him? An even better ques-
tion is: “How do we explain this to our 
kids?” M

Disrespect versus decorum and dignity
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final glance

Photo by Don Savage


