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Today I attended Open Studios Day in 
the underground venues of the Montebello 
Curbists. With their concrete canvas and 
Michelin brushes, these artists work un-
tirelessly at what they refer to as curbed 
expressionism. Unhampered by their 

Le noir 
est le 
nouveau 
jaune

limited palette, 
limited talent, 
and unlimited 
cheap wine, 
these devoted 
drivers painting 
under the 
influence 
(PUI) have 
produced 
these 
provoca-
tive state-
ments. 

– Joel 
Miller



The Montebello Voice	 2	 August 15, 2019

 
The 

Montebello
 Voice

an independent gazette
Alexandria, Virginia

This publication accepts no funding or oversight 
from advertisers, residents, or the Montebello 
Condominium Unit Owners Association. All 
opinions are encouraged and reflect the diversi-
ty of  views in the community. All articles and 
photographs come from Montebello residents. To 
receive or contribute to this email-only gazette, 
contact montebellovoice@cox.net or visit 
on the web at www.montebellovoice.com.

Editor & Designer 
Mikhailina Karina

Contributors

Carole Appel, Linda Brownlee, 
Scott Compton, Holden Coy,  
Harriet Duval, Amy Friedlander, 
Brian Goldberg, Tom Harrelson, 
Dian McDonald, Rebecca Mc-
Neely, Joel Miller, Sophie and 
Sarah Myers, Mark Woods 

voices on the 37
China Garden becomes 
Family Fortune
By Amy Friedlander

I recently bought food from the 
Family Fortune Restaurant and they 
told me that they are the former owners 
of  the China Garden Restaurant (now 
called Ken’s Bistro) on Huntington 
Avenue, pretty much across the street 
from the Huntington Metro station. 

Family Fortune
2913-B Arlington Drive

Mount Vernon Square Shopping 
Center

Alexandria, VA 22306
(703) 768-1111 (703) 768-1716

https://www.familyfortune-va.com/
 

Will Jarred, director of 
The Savannah Dispu-
tation at Little Theatre 
of Alexandria, with the 
Ruby Griffith Award for 
Outstanding Achieve-
ment in a Play

– Scott ComptonE-recycling this Friday
By Sophie and Sarah Myers

Our next recycling date is Friday, 
August 16. We are available to pick up 
items from your units on Thursday, be-
tween 7 and 8:30 p.m. 

If  you are not available at that time, 
you may leave the items in front of  
your door and we will pick them up 
that evening, or you are welcome to 
drop them off at our unit 2-615. Please 
make sure they are clearly marked with 
your name and unit number. 

We accept all electronic and hazard-
ous household items that Fairfax Coun-
ty recycles (and that fit in our van): 
electronics such as computers, TVs, 
phones, printers, cords, and fluorescent 
light bulbs, rechargeable batteries (not 
alkaline, which must be disposed of  in 
the trash), paint, solvents, articles that 
contain mercury, fire extinguishers, 
and aerosol cans. For hazardous items, 
please make sure items are sealed and 
content is marked. See Fairfax County 
Rules: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
publicworks/recycling-trash/residen-
tial-materials.

To sign up, contact us at montebel-
lo_e_cycles@icloud.com and please 
specify your unit number. M

Quotable

“If you never take any risks, 
nothing very bad and nothing very 
good will probably happen to you.” 
– fortune cookie message

– Carole Appel

Fall Montebello bowling

The Monday and Wednesday Mon-
tebello Bowling Leagues are looking to 
add players on both nights. Male and 
female bowlers are needed and wel-
come. No experience necessary! Seri-
ously, no experience is necessary. Can 
you smile? You can bowl! It’s as simple 
as that. Used to bowl many years ago? 
You can still do it. We can even arrange 
for a refresher session or lesson. Shoes 
and balls are provided if  you don’t 
have your own. It’s a handicap league 
so it doesn’t matter if  you bowl a 60 or 
a 300, there is a spot for you. Just call 
Mark Woods at 703 498 0143 or email 
at mjddwoods@earthlink.net. The 
leagues start right after Labor Day so 
do it now while you are thinking about 
it. – Mark Woods M

https://www.familyfortune-va.com/ 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/residential-materials
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/residential-materials
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/residential-materials
mailto:montebello_e_cycles%40icloud.com?subject=
mailto:montebello_e_cycles%40icloud.com?subject=
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voices on the 37Chopp’d
By Holden Coy via Facebook

It was very disheartening to see that 
the beautiful scented bushes on either 
side of  the driveway into the parking lot 
between Bldg 1 and rear gate – along 
with some over on the Village Green – 
were destroyed [on July 11], and now 
we are left with dirt and stubs. I will 
miss their wonderful, sweet aroma and 
the soft green buffer they provided.

Response from the office: “Those 
plants are Russian Olive and is an in-
vasive plant. We had to remove them 
as they were impeding traffic and was 
a safety issue with the pedestrian walk-
way. We will be doing replanting that 
area with input from the Grounds 
Committee.” 

Catherine Cooke wrote: “I really 
believe we have gone bonkers over all 
these ‘invasive’ plants and yet we have 
poison ivy adorning the pool! I loved 
smelling those bushes and this makes 
me extremely sad. How can these bush-
es harm us? I was also very saddened 
to see all the beautiful irises dug up this 
fall on the hill to buildings 1 and 2. I 
suppose we must spend every dime in 
collected condo fees to justify future in-
crease.” M

According to Wikipedia, Elaeagnus angustifolia, commonly called Russian olive, 
silver berry, oleaster, Persian olive, or wild olive, is a species of  Elaeagnus, native 
to western and central Asia, Afghanistan, from southern Russia and Kazakhstan 
to Turkey, Iran, and parts of  Pakistan. It is now also widely established in North 
America as an introduced species. E. angustifolia is widely grown across southern 
and central Europe as a drought-resistant ornamental plant for its scented flowers, 
edible fruit, attractive yellow foliage, and black bark.

The species was introduced into North America in the late 19th century, and 
subsequently escaped cultivation, because its fruits are relished by birds, who 
disperse the seeds. Russian olive is considered to be an invasive species in many 
places in the United States because it thrives on poor soil, has low seedling mortal-
ity rates, matures in a few years, and outcompetes wild native vegetation. It often 
invades riparian habitats where overstory cottonwoods have died. – MK MB-I-N-G-O at Montebello.

Photo by Dian McDonald
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voices on the 37

By Harriet Duval

Montbello is my home. I love the 
diversity and interesting neighbors as 
well as our beautiful grounds. I support 
projects to improve the erosion in the 
woodlands. These are a few of  the rea-
sons I try to stay involved and be aware 
of  what is going on. Yet, a recent struc-
ture built behind my building just ap-
peared: a level plateau has been added 
to the dog walk path behind building 
one. I was told it would have a bench 
and new landscaping. During the con-
struction period there was a pile of  very 

large stones. I wrongly assumed it was 
to be the flooring of  the new sitting 
area. A few days ago, next to the new 
area enlarged area covered in mulch 
appeared a beautiful staircase built with 
the large stones. The wide steps lead to 
the woodlands where I often walk. My 

curiosity led me to walk down the new 
steps. To my great surprise, they go no-
where, just down the hill in the woods, 
and abruptly stop into dirt. 

[Project description and costs are in the April 
23 board packet on page 22 at https://drive.
google.com/file/d/1DoNUnyHtq0nXT-
LUN0kyo5g5RgUqJ48k8/view, ed.]

Prior to asking the question at the re-
cent board meeting with regard to the 
steps, I asked several neighbors who 
walk the woods, who walk their dogs, 
and who have been involved with the 
landscape project. The majority of  the 
responses were very similar: “where are 

the steps?”, “don’t know,” “additional 
paths,” and “a path to building 5.”

I am a regular attendee at meetings 
and events, yet I was surprised not 
knowing about the steps behind the 
building in which I live. I was told that 
the steps will eventually lead to a path 

Lessons learned: A stairway to...?
sometime in the future. ???

My intent is not to criticize, just the 
opposite. Hopefully, this will encourage 
residents to become involved, to ask 
questions, to read articles, and to re-
spond to surveys. 

Montebello is going through sever-
al major changes for a variety of  rea-
sons. Rather than criticize the results, 
please participate, voice your 
questions and opinions prior to 
decisions. What is decided today will 
impact the future of  our community. 
No one person can know everything, 
(lesson learned), but greater resident 

involvement will provide increased op-
portunity to share information and lead 
to informed and amicable decisions as 
we move forward. M

Steps range in height from 3.5 to 5.25 inches No discernible path is visible past the steps, the 
area is surrounded by large boulders.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DoNUnyHtq0nXTLUN0kyo5g5RgUqJ48k8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DoNUnyHtq0nXTLUN0kyo5g5RgUqJ48k8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DoNUnyHtq0nXTLUN0kyo5g5RgUqJ48k8/view
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money matters

By Brian Goldberg

President Kandel’s article in the August Times of  Montebello raises serious concerns about the Reserve Balance over the en-
suing 5 years. For reasons explained below, we must cut back on the exorbitance currently being proposed for the Commu-
nity Center (CC) renovation, with estimated costs for that project soaring to $7.2 million, which would consume nearly 82% 
of  what the Reserve Balance is projected to be at the start of  2020. Without cuts to expenditures, the currently proposed 
condo fee increase for next year is 6.95%, and the condo fees are projected to increase by at least 6% per year for the 
following 6 years by conservative estimates (based on increases to Reserve contributions, increases in labor/overhead costs, 
and inflation), so that by 2026 the condo fees would be at least 50% higher than they are today:

Due primarily to the high projected cost of  the CC renovation, the annual increase in contribution to the Reserve Fund 
is proposed to go from an increase of  $200,000/year to $300,000/year (as well as increasing the contribution to the Con-
tingency Fund from $100,000/year to $150,000/year), which directly results in an approximate 3+% increase in condo fees 
each year on its own. In justifying condo fee increases in the December 2017 issue of  The Times, the Treasurer stated that 
“the result of  not increasing the reserve contribution would be contrary to the board’s policy of  maintaining a minimum 
unencumbered reserve balance of  $4 million.” That policy still exists (AR-76 established in 2012) and the Board will be re-
quired to vote to make an exception or amendment to it. Without cutting expenditures like the CC renovation, to maintain 
a Reserve Balance of  $4 million would require an increase in condo fees of  more than 20%!

Major concerns with Reserve Balance require cuts to the 
CC renovation proposal
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money matters
We are already seeing the consequences of  the tenuous financial position brought on by the rising CC renovation budget. 

At the August Board meeting, Treasurer Tom Harrelson stated that “dark clouds are forming on the horizon.” [See his report 
on the next page, ed.] Management and the Board are now planning to delay replacement of  the Rooftop Air Handling Units, 
which had been identified for replacement this year, until 2021, despite significant mechanical failures last summer and 
difficulty in obtaining parts that are no longer produced. With such a low Reserve Fund balance, we could be one major 
system breakdown away from needing a special assessment, which has never occurred at Montebello and is something I’ve 
heard many speaking about with pride. Unforeseen expenses are likely in buildings that are 35 years old, even with prudent 
maintenance; and having Reserve Balances as low as $2-3 million seems imprudent (not to mention against previously stated 
Board policy), given the strong financial situation in which we are currently situated, especially if  some significant unforeseen 
expenses come to fruition.

Just as recently as 2018, the projected Cash Flow Summary in the Reserve Study was as follows:
This Cash Flow Summary was based on a more reasonable CC renovation budget of  $5 million in 2018 dollars (~$5.5 

million in 2020 dollars). You’ll note from the chart above that the ending Reserve Balance each year satisfies the recommend-
ed minimum level of  10% for the “% of  Total Assets,” which is standard financial guidance included by the firm hired to 
provide our Reserve Study. Even in the updated Reserve Study for 2019, the ending Reserve Balance each year was not pro-
jected to fall below $4 million or below 9% of  Total Assets. By contrast, the Times article shows that the current projections 
are for the Reserve Balance to fall as low as $2 million, and would fall well below the minimum level of  10% of  Total Assets 

for 2020-2023 (see graph below).
In the publication justifying the CC Renovation costs, the Board indicated that with a very conservative approach to es-

timating, the total cost in 2020 dollars would not exceed $6.9 million and would likely be less, but we are now looking at a 
projected cost of  $7.2 million with warnings it could increase due to material costs. In that same publication, the Board also 
stated the “lowest end-of-year reserve balance is projected to be $3,760,274” and “by 2023 the year-end [reserve] balance 
climbs to over $6,000,000” – both of  which have turned out to be false (lowest reserve balance now estimated to be $2-$2.5 
million and the only way to get to that 2023 year-end balance is a greater than 6% increase in condo dues each year). 

These low Reserve Balances are primarily a direct result of  the ever-increasing projected costs of  the CC renovation; and 
each approved contract for other projects that has exceeded the cost projections in the Reserve Study also contributes to 
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money matters

the problem (see table below for recent 
examples).

Obviously, many of  these expendi-
tures are necessary infrastructure main-
tenance, but consistently exceeding the 
Reserve Study estimates for necessary 
infrastructure expenses just reinforces 
the need to cut back on some of  the 
purely aesthetic and unnecessary fea-
tures in the CC renovation proposals to 
reduce that major projected $7.2 mil-
lion cost. If  not, it is safe to assume you 
will see significant increases in your con-
do dues over the next 7 years.

If  you share any of  the concerns ex-
pressed here or have other feedback, 
please contact us at MontebelloFinanc-
es@gmail.com M

Photo by Linda Brownlee

Courtesy of  Tom Harrelson

mailto:MontebelloFinances%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:MontebelloFinances%40gmail.com?subject=
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a portrait of an artist

30  |  July 2019  |  élan magazine

Colors, Colors, Colors!

letting the painting lead her   |  by dOnna Cedar-SOUthWOrth

abStraCt eXpreSSiOniSt rebeCCa Mcneely

Reprinted with permission from élan magazine  https://www.elanmagazine.com/

https://www.elanmagazine.com/
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a portrait of an artist
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a portrait of an artist
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a portrait of an artist
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happenin’

Wednesday, August 28, 2019, at 7pm
on the Big Screen in the Community Center

Your host, Pamela Copley, will give you a pre-show briefing on the stars and the production, and then
give you all the post-screening “back story” highlights. Pamela can be contacted at PvonGruber@aol.com.

Producer/Director Otto Preminger brings Oscar Wilde’s
scintillating and sophisticated 1892 play — his fourth — to 
magnificent, heart-wrenching life. The fact that it was 
originally entitled Lady Windemere’s Fan: a Play About
a Good Woman tells you everything. It had already inspired 
four film interpretations before Preminger’s 1949 version, 
including an Argentinian version, Story of a Bad Woman. 
But it is difficult to imagine anything more inspired than
the great casting and delivery of Preminger’s version.
Wilde himself would weep at this adaptation of his 
inspiring tale of pathos and dignity.

Based on Oscar Wilde’s
Profoundly Moving Play,
“Lady Windemere’s Fan”

  
 
 

Sunday, August 25, 2019, 5 p.m. 
 

MONTEBELLO COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

  

               

 

No Charge – Sponsored by the Montebello Music Club 
Donations to the MMC gratefully accepted. 

MONTEBELLO MUSIC CLUB 
CONCERT  SERIES  

 
VIOLA & PIANO  

DAVID PEDRAZA 

ANNA 
NIZHEGORODTSEVA 

Montebello
Film Society

the
 MONTEBELLO

fowl film festival
Thursday  august 29  7:30 p.m.  Party Room 2

Invite you to our films & discussion

and

For a lighter double-fea-
ture, join us for two chick-
en documentaries, The 
Jewish Chicken Farmers of 
Petaluma: Why Remember? 
and Mad City Chickens. 
Find out which one came 
first. 

Marsha Weiner and Joel 
Miller will introduce 
the films and lead the 
post-movie discussion.
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final glance

I bought a dusty box of century-old negatives at an estate sale. Each of the negatives was in 
a decaying paper sleeve which had a typed description. There are many wonderful photos of 
children and places in and around Cape May, NJ, circa 1922. Eventually I will clean and pro-
cess the nearly 200 images and perhaps do a story or a show of the 1922 Jersey Girls of Cape 
May. Attached are a few of the first quick-and-dirty attempts to look through the negatives 
and into the past as captured by an unknown photographer. – Joel Miller

Child with spoon eats Shredded Wheat

Alice on bicycle, Betty on kiddy-kart

Cathy makes a call


