
The Montebello Voice
an independent gazette	 don’t stop believin’	 April 4, 2019



The Montebello Voice	 2	 April 4, 2019

 
The 

Montebello
 Voice

an independent gazette
Alexandria, Virginia

This publication accepts no funding or oversight 
from advertisers, residents, or the Montebello 
Condominium Unit Owners Association. All 
opinions are encouraged and reflect the diversi-
ty of  views in the community. All articles and 
photographs come from Montebello residents. To 
receive or contribute to this email-only gazette, 
contact montebellovoice@cox.net or visit 
on the web at www.montebellovoice.com.

Editor & Designer	�������������Mikhailina Karina

Contributors.......................Karen Barnes, Joe 
de Angeles, Jackie Fleming, Guin Jones, 
Azita Mashayekhi, Dian McDonald, Paul 
Zeisset

voices on the 37

Cover photo by Azita Mashayekhi

This is a picture of the ero-
sion control work at the back of 
Bldg 1, taken from our 5th floor 
window. It shows the new wood 
chips that have been applied to 
the picnic area, the steps, and 
the dog walk.

– Karen Barnes

Montebello artist Anna Schalk at the 
opening of her solo show in the café.

Photo by Dian McDonald
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voices on the 37

Former long-time Montebello 
resident Margaret Sullivan shared her 
new memoir, Fragments from a Mo-
bile Life, with her friends on March 
14 in the Community Center.

Starting in China, ending in 
Virginia, and girdling the equator, 
Margaret’s mobile life, has been lived 
in evolving fragments of  time and 
place. Rooted in family, her life spans 
changes in the post-colonial world 
and women’s lives, told in short, lively 
stories, some first published as columns 
in the Huffington Post.

Published by Red Mountain Press, 
the book is available from major online 
booksellers.

Photo by Dian McDonald

Carefully curated, Becoming Amer-
ican is a selection of  documentaries 
designed to engage and enlighten au-
diences, representing a selection of  di-
verse immigration experiences drawn 
from both the past and present. Each 
of  the sessions is moderated by a schol-
ar who will also facilitate discussion 
after the viewing. This event is free; 
however pre-registration is required at 
shop.alexandriava.gov.

This series is a project of  City Lore 
in collaboration with the Immigration 
and Ethnic History Society and the In-
ternational Coalition of  Sites of  Con-
science. 

Doors open at 9:30 a.m.; event from 
10 a.m. to noon. The Lyceum is in Old 
Town Alexandria at 201 S. Washington 
Street.

April 13: Between Two Worlds: 
Identity and Acculturation

Looks at how immigrants react and 
adjust to living in a new country and 
culture, and how they bridge the divide 
between the traditions and values of  
their native countries. [Film: The New 
Americans, Episode 1, The Nigerians.] 

April 27: Help Wanted? Immigra-
tion and Work

Looks at the economic side of  immi-
gration, chronicling the essential part 
immigrant labor has played 
in building America, as well 
as the conflicted relationship 
American workers have had 
with immigrants. [Film: Des-
tination America, Episode 1, 
The Golden Door.] 

May 11: Family and Com-
munity

Explores how family ties 
and community institutions 
have played an essential role 
in successful migration and 
adaptation to American life. 
[Film: My American Girls.] 

May 18: Immigration and 
Popular Culture

Looks at the ways the me-
dia and popular culture have 
historically taught newcomers 
how to “be American,” and 
how the rich contributions of  
different immigrant groups 

Becoming American film series at the Lyceum
have transformed American culture 
and art. [Film: The Search for General 
Tso.] 

– submitted by Guin Jones

– submitted by Joe de Angelis

http://shop.alexandriava.gov
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our town

By Jackie Fleming
 
Montebello’s very own Will Jarred 

will be directing his first play at The 
Little Theatre of  Alexandria. The play, 
The Savannah Disputation, runs from 
April 27 to May 18. It is about two old-
er sisters, devout Catholics, who are ap-
proached by a Christian fundamentalist 
hoping to convert and save them from 
hell and damnation. While the subject 
matter and themes of  lost love and be-
ing single and elderly and the loneliness 
that can ensue, sound serious, the play 
is actually heartwarming and hu-
morous. There is an authenticity to 
the women that helps the audience 
connect with their characters. The 
religious undertones and how people 
interpret the Bible to promote their 
own agendas also plays prominently.

Will was a theater major in col-
lege. He married young and had two 
children, so he had to put his dream 
of  acting on the back burner while 
he worked for a book publisher. He 
continued to do community theater 
when he could on the side. In 2001, 
he was in his last show as an actor. 
Fast forward 13 years when Will 
moved to Montebello. Like many of  
us, he was downsizing and was look-
ing for a no-hassle lifestyle. He used 
an online real estate tool where his 
search for “tennis courts” brought 
him to Montebello. “Montebello felt 
affordable and it felt like a commu-
nity,” he said. Besides tennis, Will is 
passionate about film and film histo-
ry, travel and architecture. He helps 
lead discussions for the AiM film 
group that meets once a month in a 
party room, and has recently started 
Hatha Yoga offered at Montebello 
with Virginia Nickich on Wednesday 
evenings. 

When Will moved to Montebello, he 
resurrected his love of  theater and start-
ed looking for opportunities on actor 
boards. He saw a notice on Facebook 

that The Little Theatre of  Alexandria 
was looking for directors for the 2018 
season. He applied and went through 
a professional and rigorous interview 
process before being offered a director 

position. The Savannah Disputation is 
his directorial debut for LTA.

The play is in formation. Casting 
calls and auditions happened at the 
beginning of  March. The first read- 
through was March 8 and official re-
hearsals began March 12. For the direc-
tor, the job becomes demanding once 
casting is complete. Will says, “We’re 
working five nights a week, from 7 to 
10 p.m. for four weeks, and add week-
end tech rehearsals and run-throughs 
for the remaining two weeks.” 

All of  this is in addition to Will’s 
full-time day job as national director 
of  marketing and communications 
for NAMI, the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness, where he manages a 
staff of  10. “This is my life right now, 
there is no time for anything else.”

As director, Will has the full sup-
port of  producers, set designers and 
stage managers, which gives him the 
luxury of  focusing on the actors and 
acting. He is responsible for con-
ceiving a vision of  the play and ap-
proves all aspects of  the production. 
When asked why LTA is unique, Will 
responded, “Because it is a volun-
teer-run organization with the high-
est level of  professional quality. It 
also has a strong educational compo-
nent so it’s also about giving back to 
the community.” He went on to say, 
“Talent is mostly local, so you may 
see someone you know on stage. The 
quality of  the show versus the price 
of  a ticket is phenomenal.”

Will he ever act again? “I definite-
ly miss being on stage, but it has to be 
the right role. I am very picky about 
that now. There needs to be a strong 
production team as well.” 

Right now, Will is very happy to be 
involved in the local community in Al-
exandria with both theater and Mon-

tebello. He is also proud to be a part of  
a show that offers parts to older women, 
roles that are hard to come by. M

Will Jarred directs The Savannah Disputation

The Little Theatre of  Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street in Old Town

www.thelittletheatre.com
April 27 to May 18
Tickets $21 to $24

Will Jarred

http://www.thelittletheatre.com
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better community

By Paul Zeisset

For the last two years, dozens of  par-
ticipants in Weed Wrangle® Monte-
bello have been working to improve the 
health of  our woodlands by removing 
invasive plants that don’t belong here. 
One of  the chief  targets has been En-
glish ivy, planted as an ornamental here 
long ago, before its dangers to native 
plant life were recognized.

Now that professionals have treated 
most of  the English ivy in the Monte-
bello woods, the Weed Wrangle® Mon-
tebello project has set its sights on the 
most threatening source of  English ivy 
seeds that could reinfect our grounds – 
the parkland just on the outside of  our 
fence.

While Mount Eagle Park was, 
up until the late 1960s, part of  
the same historic Mount Ea-
gle property as Montebello, 
the park is now under the ju-
risdiction of  Fairfax County. 
Of  course, much of  the park is 
open and grassy, but large ar-
eas along the edges have trees 
that have become overgrown 

Weed Wrangle® Montebello
April 13, 9am to 11am

·	 Meet at back gate (toward Metro)
·	 Wear long sleeves/long pants
·	 Bring your Montebello ID to reenter 

through the back gate

Weed Wranglers battle invaders from Mount Eagle Park
with English ivy. And it is 
primarily up in the trees 
where English ivy pro-
duces flowers and fruits. 
Birds eat the ivy fruits 
and spread the seeds in 
their droppings.

On Saturday, April 13, 
at 9 a.m., Weed Wranglers from Mon-
tebello will partner with other volun-
teers from the Fairfax County Invasive 
Management Area program to battle 
the ivy. Our focus will primarily be 
on the trees just outside Montebello’s 
fence, on either side of  the back gate 
that leads toward the Metro. Top pri-
ority is to sever the roots of  English ivy 
growing up the trees.

Our leader will be Catherine Ledec, 

near neighbor and former resident 
of  Montebello, who happens also to 
be the County Tree Steward for our 
part of  Fairfax County and president 
of  the Friends of  Huntley Meadows. 
Cathy and her husband, George, have 
led several bird walks for Montebello 
residents. Cathy was recently named 
the Citizen of  the Year by the Fairfax 
County Federation of  Citizens Associ-
ations.

Montebello residents of  all 
ages are invited to participate. 
We will provide you the train-
ing you need. Plan to wear 
long sleeves and long pants to 
protect your skin, even if  it is 
warm. Sunscreen and hats will 
probably be called for. Bring 
work gloves and clippers if  you 
have them, but we will have 
some gloves and tools for those 
who don’t.

We still have a few Weed Wrangle® 
Montebello T-shirts for new volunteers. 
Earn one on April 13. M

The Montebello Voice wants 
to hear from you: musings, 

travels, announcements, 
photos, book reviews, com-
mentary, memoirs, essays, 

analysis, poems, sugges-
tions, club news, recipes, 

and free ads

A twice-monthly publica-
tion for the residents, by the 

residents
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governance
Fios work to begin on Monday, board member resigns, 
additional parking decal debated
By Mikhailina Karina

Following last week’s resignation of  
Lynn Tjeerdsma from the Board of  Di-
rectors, a call for a replacement will go 
out in the coming days. A new director 
will be chosen in May.

A smaller board conducted business 
on Tuesday night. Heather Click was 
absent and Raymond Goodrich partic-
ipated via telephone.

New board president Jon Kandel 
announced that long-awaited Verizon 
Fios service will begin the installation 
process next Monday. Starting in Build-
ing 3, residents will have three techni-
cal visits: electrical (replacing the twist 
lock receptacle in HVAC closets with a 
standard 3-prong receptacle), drilling 
the concrete slab in HVAC closets, and 
installing fiber cable. He said the work 
is expected to be completed in the next 
two to two-and-a-half  months.

The board spent nearly 15 minutes 
discussing a request for an exception 
to the parking decal rule, which allows 
two decals per unit. The issue involves a 
resident who bought a third car not re-
alizing the bylaws limitation. (See letter, 
redacted by resident’s request)

After raising the possibilities of  park-
ing the extra car in a remote location 
by the back gate or approving the decal 
on an annual basis, the board agreed 
to move the discussion to next week’s 
meeting. Some people were concerned 
about setting a precedent to requests 
for additional vehicles.

The board’s annual retreat will take 
place on April 27 in party room 3 from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. No agenda items were 
announced.

Quality Improvement Committee 
chairman Guido Zanni asked the board 
to expand QI membership from three 
directors to additional resident consul-
tants to assist with upcoming projects. M

Photo by Dian 
McDonald
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St. Patrick’s Day
Montebello Music Club performed Irish 

favorites, such as When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling, My Wild Irish Rose, and Cockles 
and Mussels.

Dancers from the Boyle’s Irish Dance 
Studio performed traditional dances.

Everyone else donned their green and 
felt Irish for a day.

Photos by Dian McDonald
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St. Patrick’s Day

Photos by Dian McDonald



The Montebello Voice	 9	 April 4, 2019

St. Patrick’s Day

Photos by Dian McDonald
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The Speaker Series Presents 

  

Sponsored by the Activities Committee 

 Montebello neighbor & actor 

 KATHERINE CARUSO 

Interviewed by Sue Allen, Katherine will share her 
acting career experiences. She has been featured in 
Copycat Killers, television commercials, independent 

movies, How to Get Girls that aired on HULU,
 and Daily Bread of DirectTV. 

A skilled martial artist, she does her own stunts.  

      

Thursday, April 25th at 7:30 pm 

Community Center Lounge 

happenin’
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happenin’

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every woman is a blessed enigma: mysterious and sometimes obscure. A 
woman is a seeker of the Light; a woman is simultaneously strong and frag-
ile; a woman is willing to face the Unknown within as she seeks mindful-
ness; and a woman holds within her body the possibility for future society. 

Anna Schalk Solo Show 

 Woman’s Many Facets

Montebello Café 
March 30 to May 3

Opening: Saturday, March 30  
4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Montebello
Film Society

the
 MONTEBELLO

a touch of evil
Thursday  april 25  7:30 p.m.  Party Room 2

Invite you to our film & discussion

and

This Orson Welles-directed film 
(1958) gives us smuggling at the 
Mexican border, a drug gang, and 
police corruption. That was 60 
years ago – we’re so lucky that 
none of that exists today. Some say 
that Welles gave one of his most 
Shakespearean performances in this 
movie. Come join us and let us know 
if you agree.

Oh! I almost forgot to mention 
that Charleton Heston is type-cast 
as a Mexican policeman....of course!

Joel Miller will introduce the film 
and lead the post-movie discussion.
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final glance

Dian McDonald


