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By Tom Lasch

Management and the Treasurer de-
veloped and the Finance and Budget 
Committee (minus one member) rec-
ommended the 2019 operating bud-
get of  $9,279,115, which the board 
will evaluate/debate at the board work 
meeting on September 25, 2018.[The 
board plans to discuss the budget at its Octo-
ber meetings. Ed.] If  the board approves 
the budget as presented, it will require 
a 2019 condo fee increase of  5.7% to 
fund the expenses. 

Statement of  non-support for 2019 
MCUOA Operating Budget by one 
member.

I did not support the 2019 MCUOA 
Operating Budget because I believe 
$35K line 9101 Capital Expenses is fis-
cally irresponsible absent justification 
(Watering Tractor & Tank) for capital 
improvement expense (GR 18-26 Fi-
nance & Budget Guidelines).

Note: See page 29 of  the budget de-
tails for the specific request of  funds 
that will be used to purchase the item. 

The specific paragraph in the refer-
enced guidelines is as follows:

“All budget requests (operating, re-
serve, or addition, alteration, and im-
provement), regardless if  they originate 

from the Treasurer, management, com-
mittees, clubs, residents, owners, or the 
board must be accompanied by a jus-
tification statement describing how the 
funds will be used and why the funds 
are required. While the justification 
statement should be as concise as possi-
ble (anywhere from a single sentence to 
a few pages), it is expected that larger 
funding requests and/or requests for 
new budget line items would likely be 
accompanied by more detailed justifi-
cation statements. The committee may 
recommend disapproval for projects 
unaccompanied by adequate justifica-
tion statement.”

Note: $35K represents approximate-
ly 0.33% of  1% condo fee.

It appears Montebello has a two-tier 
justification policy for the expenditure 
of  selected funds – one for common 
owners (justification) and one for the 
Treasurer and senior management (en-
titlement).

Readers decide! M

F&B member opposes Capital Expenses in 
the proposed 2019 operating budget

Montebello Music 
Club 

The Montebello Music Club 
is taking reservations for its 
annual Holiday Bazaar, to be 
held on Saturday, November13, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
Community Center. Tables will 
rent for $20 each, limit one per 
exhibitor, Montebello residents 
only. The number of  tables is 
limited with reservations on a 
first-come, first-served basis. A 
change this year: no clothing. 

For more information or to 
reserve a table, contact Carol 
Coyle-Shea at carolcoyle@cox.
net or 703-780-7955.

Diane Bastin asked Earl Roberts, Safety 
and Access Control Manager, about the impact 
of  upcoming road closures.

Q: Could you please elaborate on 
how you will ensure the safe passage 
of  the middle and high school students 
who walk along the short Mt. Ea-
gle Drive twice a day to and from the 
school bus?

A: The construction will begin dai-
ly after the older kids have made their 
way past the gatehouse. As for the af-
ternoon, we will be asking that the old-

er school aged kids travel together from 
the gatehouse to the top of  the hill, we 
will provide a safety officer as a group 
escort.

Please note: The path of  travel may 
differ throughout the construction peri-
od, as I read the map, there may be a 
period at which the kids will have to de-
tour from their usual path. We will be 
constantly monitoring the progress with 
the safety of  our residents in mind. M

Pedestrian safety during road closures

Cover photo by Azita Mashayekhi

mailto:carolcoyle%40cox.net?subject=
mailto:carolcoyle%40cox.net?subject=
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By Andrea Kleine

I’m Andrea Kleine, author of  the 
novel, EDEN, recently published by 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. I’m also 
the daughter of  longtime Montebel-
lo resident Doug Kleine. I’m looking 
forward to speaking about my novel 
in Montebello’s Community Center 
lounge on Wednesday, October 10, at 
7:30 p.m., following my appearance at 
George Mason University. 

EDEN is the story of  how the after-
math of  a traumatic childhood event 
sets two sisters on very different cours-

es. In writing the story, I was interested 
in how a past experience shapes who 
we are, how it shapes families, and how 
it seeps into our relationships and dai-
ly lives. After not seeing her for almost 
20 years, Hope, the novel’s protagonist, 
decides to search for her older sister, 
Eden, and borrows her dad’s old VW 
camper to make the trip. But really, 
Hope is searching for herself. She has 
arrived in her mid-30s not really any-
where in her career as a playwright, her 
life as an artist and her personal life are 

a mess. Hope thinks finding Eden will 
solve things for her, perhaps put her on 
path to somewhere. I was interested in 
how this book could have both the ad-
dictive pull of  a thriller or mystery, and 
yet resist easy answers. 

Fiction writers are often asked how 
much of  their novel is true (and 
memoirists are often asked how 
much they made up). EDEN opens 
with the two sisters as teenagers with 
divorced parents who visit their fa-
ther on weekends, taking the Grey-
hound bus from their home out to 
their dad’s place. In the novel (which 
opens in the pre-cell-phone era), the 
father gets his weekends mixed up 
and the girls accept a ride from a 
stranger. My own sister and I would 
take the Greyhound bus from Rich-
mond to visit our dad in NoVa, but 
our dad never screwed up. The only 
time we wondered if  he had forgot-
ten about us was when he was hours 
late because his car broke down on 
the Beltway during rush hour. He 
eventually arrived in a very expen-
sive cab to pick us up.

Andrea Kleine is the author of  the novels 
CALF, a Publishers Weekly Best Fiction Book 
of  2015, and EDEN, one of  Vanity Fair’s 
Summer’s Smartest and Most Innovative 
Thrillers. Her writing has appeared in The 
Paris Review, Bomb, Literary Hub, Lenny, 
Electric Literature, Los Angeles Review of  
Books, and PAJ: A Journal of  Performance 
and Art, where she is a contributing editor. She 
is a five-time MacDowell Colony fellow and 
a New York Foundation for the Arts fellow. 
She grew up in Washington, D.C., and Rich-
mond,Va., and currently lives in New York 
City. M

Mitchell Levy recom-
mends a few movies

Mr. Rogers, Won’t You Be My 
Neighbor?

My choice for best documentary film 
this year. Fascinating inside look at Fred 
Rogers from ordained minister to an in-
spiration for children and parents. Some 
eye-opening moments as he reached out 
to all people including sensitive gender 
issues thereby incurring some backlash 
during his life and after he passed away.

First Reformed
Starring Ethan Hawke as a pastor of  

a church in upstate New York who must 
help his congregation as well as trying to 
deal with his own pain and suffering. My 
choice for best actor for 2018, thus far.

Black Klansmsan
Written, produced and directed by 

Spike Lee. A true story about an Afri-
can-American police officer in Colorado 
who joins the Klan, yes, by fooling David 
Duke, the Klan Leader. Since he can’t 
go in-person, for obvious reasons, he 
sends his white partner, played by Adam 
Driver to all meetings and functions. My 
choice for best movie of  the year.

Crazy Rich Asians
Groundbreaking energetic musical 

featuring an all-Asian cast. Takes place 
in Singapore. Truly entertaining.

The Wife
Starring Glenn Close in her best per-

formance in years and my choice for best 
actress. Also starring Jonathan Pryce.

Searching
Starring John Cho as a father search-

ing desperately for his missing daugh-
ter. Superbly crafted mystery with 
great performances. Earns the label of  
“Twisty and totally intriguing.” The old 
cliché of  “lots of  red herrings” is well 
deserved. A roller coaster ride from be-
ginning to end! M

Meet the author and dis-
cuss Eden with Andrea 
Kleine on October 10 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Commu-
nity Center

A novel about how the past shapes the present
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The White House 
Historical Association’s 
2018 White House 
Christmas Ornament 
honors Harry S. Tru-
man, the thirty-third 
president of  the United 
States. This ornament 
is designed to illustrate 
three significant chang-
es made by President 
Truman during his ad-
ministration, one to the 
Presidential Seal, and 
two to the White House 
itself. One side of  the or-
nament features his cele-
brated Truman Balcony, 
added in 1947–48 to the 
South Portico, and the 
other side features his 
renovated Blue Room, which, like all 
the rooms of  the house, was dismantled 
and rebuilt during the renovation of  
1948–52. These two images represent 

Montebello Music Club 
selling White House 
ornaments for $20

Contacts for purchasing ornaments:

Building 1
David Ransom
davidransom2@comcast.net – 
703.960.0650

Building 2
Joyce Elam
Jdelam@verizon.net
703.780.8471

Building 3
Mark Beerthuis
mbeerthuis@gmail.com – 
703.360.7191

Building 4
Carol Comlish
ccomlish@msn.com 
301.613.2008

Questions? Suzanne 
or Mark Beerthuis at 
beerms@aol.com or 
703.360.7191.
Pay by cash or check 
made payable to: 
Montebello Music 
Club.
Proceeds go to the 
Grand Piano Concert 
Series

2018 White House ornaments honoring President Harry S. Truman
voices on the 37

Truman’s White House 
alterations and resto-
rations, the most exten-
sive work on the house 
since President George 
Washington built it in 
the nation’s dawning and 
Presidents James Madi-
son and James Monroe 
restored it after the fire 
in the War of  1812.

The Presidential Seal 
featured at the top of  
the ornament reflects 
the design as changed by 
Truman. Originally the 
American eagle looked 
toward its left talons, 
which hold a cluster of  
spears, weapons of  war. 
Truman, in the autumn 

after he took office, had the seal rede-
signed, turning the eagle’s head away 
from the spears to its right talons, which 
hold the olive branches of  peace. M

mailto:davidransom2@comcast.net
mailto:Jdelam@verizon.net
mailto:mbeerthuis%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ccomlish%40msn.com?subject=
mailto:beerms@aol.com
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The Finance and Budget Commit-
tee has submitted a recommended 
2019 budget of  $9,279,115 and a Re-
pair and Replacement Reserve contri-
bution of  $2,670,000, which results in 
a 5.7 percent increase in condo fees. 
The board will discuss the budget at 
the October meeting.

To see more detailed line items, 
go to https://drive.google.com/file/
d/12QOBL_qLSegODbvYgSBlx-
8quE-FT6ntq/view

Fios is coming to Montebello, F&B recommends a 2019 
budget with a 5.7 percent condo fee increase

Bringing Verizon Fios closer to real-
ity at Montebello, the association will 
embark on the rewiring of  the twist 
lock electrical plug in each unit’s HVAC 
closet to replace it with the required 
three-prong plug. An electrical com-
pany will complete the work by next 
spring at the cost of  $46,000. Residents 
will have the choice of  either staying 
with Cox or switching to Verizon.

Verizon Fios (Fiber Optic Service) 
https://fios.verizon.com/is a bun-
dled Internet access, telephone, and 
television service that operates over a 
fiber-optic communications network. – 
Mikhailina Karina M

governance

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12QOBL_qLSegODbvYgSBlx8quE-FT6ntq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12QOBL_qLSegODbvYgSBlx8quE-FT6ntq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12QOBL_qLSegODbvYgSBlx8quE-FT6ntq/view
https://fios.verizon.com/
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cameo jewels
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cameo jewels

Photos by Dian McDonald
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coming attractions
Montebello
Film Society

the
 MONTEBELLO

tattoo the world
Thursday  september 27  7:30 p.m.  Party Room 2

Invite you to our film & discussion

and

When does craft become art? I don’t 
know… maybe it’s like beauty, and is in 
the eyes of the beholder; or maybe it’s 
like pornography… you know it when you 
see it. Regardless – come see Tattoo the 
World, a biography of master craftsman 
and artist Ed Hardy. 
Born in Southern California in 1945, Ed 
graduated from San Francisco Art Institute 
with a degree in printmaking. He applied 
his training and skill to a childhood fas-
cination, and claimed tattoos as his pre-
ferred medium. 
Though tattoos may not be “your thing,” 
the evolution of Ed Hardy as a craftsman, 
an artist, and an entrepreneur is as inter-
esting as it is dazzling. 

Marsha Weiner will introduce the film and lead the post-movie discussion. 

And Now, Flowers! is a completely different 
subject than I have exhibited here in the 

past as I focus on the beauty of flowers.

Although most of these paintings are created 
with acrylic in the abstract expressionist style 
I have developed over the years, I recently chal-
lenged myself to paint flowers expressively in 
watercolor.

Watercolor has further developed my sense of 
color and value. I look deep into individual flow-
ers and portray them with graphite and deli-
cate washes.

Although it is quite a departure from my prima-
ry style, I’ve had so much fun learning this new 
medium. I hope you find my flowers joyful and 
peaceful.

Art in Montebello
presents 

And Now, Flowers!
By Rebecca McNeely

September 22 - November 2

Opening Reception on 

Saturday, September 22, 4 to 6 p.m.

Montebello Café

	

	
	
	

SATURDAY	OCTOBER	13,	2018	
6:30	TO	9:30	PM	

COMMUNITY	CENTER	
	

LIVE	GERMAN	MUSIC		
FEATURING	

DIE	DREI	
	

CLASSIC	AND	MODERN	OOM-PAH	DRINKING	SONGS	
MARCHES,	POLKAS	AND	WALTZES	

	

GERMAN	BUFFET	DINNER	
$15.95	

																															BRATWURST																						SAUERKRAUT	
PORK	LOIN	WITH	APPLESAUCE					GERMAN	POTATO	SALAD	

																								WEINER	SCHNITZEL														FRENCH	FRIES	
GERMAN	BEER	AVAILABLE	

	

CALL	703-329-4868	FOR	DINNER	RESERVATIONS	
Family	Style	Seating	

	

	
	

Sponsored	by	the	Activities	Committee	
	

 
. 

 
 

 

 

In Celebration of  
HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

The Speaker Series Presents 
 

LOCAL and NOTED ARTISTS 
CLAUDIA and SERGIO OLIVOS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sponsored by the Activities Committee 

Monday, October 15th at 7:30 pm 
Community Center Lounge 

CLAUDIA OLIVOS originates from 
Chile (B.USA). She holds an MFA from 

Vermont College, a BA in  
Psychology, and a BFA in painting from 

George Mason University.  
She has taught at Smithsonian   

Associates programs and currently 
teaches at the Art League in Alexandria. 

 
Her husband SERGIO OLIVOS holds  
a BFA from Universidad Autonoma de 
Queretaro in Queretaro, Mexico, and 

upon graduating Sergio became a  
faculty member teaching painting, 
printmaking, and a variety of other  

mediums. He has exhibited throughout  
Washington, New York City, Miami, 

and San Francisco.  
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The Montebello 
Voice wants to hear 

from you

seen/scene

From top left: League of Women Vot-
ers representatives help residents with 
voting issues. Photos by Dian McDonald 
and Mikhailina Karina.
Rebecca McNeely’s opening reception 
in the café. Photos by Joe McNeely and 
Dian McDonald.
Swans by a lake in Dent, Mn. Photo by 
John Hagaman.
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final glance

He: “She was nothing like the photo she posted online. We had little in com-
mon. I would give the date a 2-minus.”

She: “He really thought he was ‘something.’ He WAS something...but not the 
‘something’ he thought he was. I gave the date a minus-1”

There was not a second date.
By Joel Miller


