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Music Club President Carla Jones-Batka and Thomas Pandolfi
Photo by Dian McDonald

The program said “Mozart, Spanish Romance & the Movies.” But the artist, 
Thomas Pandolfi, was in the mood for something else. He felt like playing 19th 
century’s undisputed rock star, Franz Liszt, whose birthday was celebrated last 
week. Keeping with the theme of  classical music based on folk tunes, he moved 
East to play Sergei Rachmaninoff, Alexander Scriabin, Anton Rubenstein, and 
Pyotr Tchaikovsky before moving back West with Frédéric Chopin and ending 
with an unforgettable Rhapsody in Blue by George Gershwin. It was an evening of  
sublime music, masterfully performed by a renowned soloist.

A capacity audience attended the October 30 concert and the reception that 
followed in the Community Center. The event was co-sponsored by the Music 
Club and Activities Committee.  

Finally, a political choice we 
can all agree on – seen on a 
bumper sticker in Building 3.

On the cover: Ghostbusters 
photo by Ed McClelland; Su-
per Girl by Gyami Shrestha; 
Count Dracula with Zombie by 
Mikhailina Karina

LESLIE Rodriguez® 
(703) 400-3010   lrodriguez4@gmail.com 
1/1012 

CINDY Baggett® 
cynthiabaggett@gmail.com   (703) 593-1418 

1/1110       

This year, for the first time, we are receiving calls directly from parents seeking warm coats for their 
children. We are not exaggerating when we write that these calls tug at our hearts,  

especially when we hear that this winter is expected to be colder than last year.  
 

As a result, we are asking our friends and neighbors for help. Please give a gently-worn or new coat to 
this worthy cause, for a child (or an adult, since they are also in need). Or if it is easier, a tax-

deductible donation (instead of a holiday gift perhaps?) could be used by UCM for more coats.  
 

We would be happy to pick up coats or checks (made out to UCM) directly from your condo. 

Our collection runs until November 20 

Old Town Weichert Office:   121 N Pitt St.  Alexandria VA 

 

It’s time for our  
annual community 

service project,  
in support of UCM’s 

ANNUAL COAT DRIVE 
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By Elizabeth Card

Saturday, May 29, 2004, was 
an absolutely fabulous day – 
it was the official dedication 

for the World War II Memorial and I 
was fortunate to play a small part in 
that historic day… 

From my station at Entrance 3, I 
worked with several hundred people 
whose assigned responsibilities includ-
ed assisting 15-20 thousand guests to 
navigate their way through 
security screening, take 
care of  their transportation 
needs, and provide medical 
assistance.

What actually transpired 
was a true labor of  love, 
honor and respect.

There wasn’t single per-
son, from the red-capped 
volunteers, to the military 
corpsmen, the orange-vest-
ed transportation crews, the 
uniformed sheriffs, Arling-
ton police, K-9 units and 
others at what appeared at first glance 
to be an unending series of  bag-check 
tables, who did not give their all to en-
sure that each and every attendee at the 
World War II Memorial Dedication en-
joy their day to the fullest extent possi-
ble.

The camaraderie, teamwork and 
unity exhibited that day was evocative 
of  large events I have worked previous-
ly, such as Presidential inaugurations 
and state and national political conven-
tions. However, at those events, every-
one is united in a common purpose; all 
share the same political views; many 
have met and worked together before, 
and will do so again. Not so on May 
29, 2004.

None of  us had met before, and it is 
unlikely that we ever will meet again. 
We all came from different walks of  life, 
different ages, political, religious, eth-
nic, socio-economic and racial back-

grounds. We had virtually nothing in 
common but our shared nationality. We 
were Americans gathering to honor our 
own. We worked together as a team, 
our assigned task to move thousands 
of  people through security and down 
the path to their seating areas. Over 
the course of  seven hours, we checked 
tickets, pushed wheelchairs, distribut-
ed water, answered questions, solved 
problems, redirected the lost, estimated 
our wait times, and reported our guest 

counts. We looked out for each other, 
relieved each other, made sure our fel-
low workers had food breaks. It was 
abundantly clear that everyone working 
at Entrance 3 was proud to be there, 
united in our respect for our veterans, 
respectful of  their sacrifice; honored to 
be in their presence.

There are countless images from 
that day which will stay with me for 
years. Among them: 

pThe starched uniforms and erect 
frames of  the men and women of  the 
various police forces. 

pThe smiles and heartfelt thanks 
given to the veterans. 

pThe gentle manner by which ex-
planations were offered. 

pThe uniformed police officer of-

fering his arm to help steady an elderly 
attendee. 

pThe serviceman in fatigues and 
black beret driving a golf  cart through 
the crowd, handing out bottles of  wa-
ter. 

pThe young Marine holding an 
empty bus long enough for an over-
tired veteran and his family to catch a 
ride back to a Metro station. 

pThe delegation of  vet-
erans from the Republic of  
China in their orange blaz-
ers. 

pThe WW II veteran 
clad in his Marine dress 
uniform. 

pThe Missing Man for-
mation flyby against a crys-
tal clear blue sky. 

pThe planes taking off 
safely from National Airport over a 
sea of  red, white and blue as we gave 
thanks to those of  the Greatest Gener-
ation who worked and fought to ensure 
our freedoms.

All the attention to detail, planning 
and hard work preparing the volun-
teers paid off; we were well-briefed and 
well-prepared; everything worked (even 
the things that didn’t), everyone pulled 
together and made the most of  the day 
for our veterans and their families. 

It was truly an honor and a privilege 
to have been a small part of  the World 
War II Memorial Dedication, one that 
I shall never forget.

This Veterans Day, when you see 
a veteran or a member of  the U.S. 
Armed Services, be sure to shake their 
hand and thank them for their service 
to our country. 

To turn a phrase: See someone? Say 
something! M

Veterans Day
A volunteer remembers the dedication of  the World War II Memorial
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ALEXANDRIA NATIONAL CEMETERY 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2016 

NOON

Wreaths across America 
Join Mount Vernon Chapter in supporting Wreaths across America at Alexandria National 
Cemetery to Remember, Honor and Teach by donating wreaths to be placed on the graves of 
America’s Veterans. Go to www.wreathsacrossamerica.org for information and to place an 
order. Please use the Sponsor a Wreath with a Local Fundraising Group page and enter 
code VA0020P to insure Mount Vernon Chapter gets credit for your donation a part of 
which will be used by MVC to support Fort Belvoir’s service members and their families. 

Everyone is welcome to attend the Wreaths across America event at Alexandria National 
Cemetery on Saturday, December 17th at Noon for a meaningful moment to remember our 
veterans during the holidays. Please share this information with family and friends. 

Any quest ions contact COL Bob Patr ick, MVC WAA Representat ive at 
patbobval@verizon.net or Tel: (703) 964-6022 -  

Mount Vernon Chapter
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Story and photos by Ralph 
Johnson

We purchased five wooded 
acres and built our first fam-
ily home in 1972. We were 

the architect, general contractor, and 
“mud” persons. This gave us total con-
trol regarding the physical, financial 

and management. As a family of  four, 
we enjoyed the property immensely.  

We became aware of  Montebello to 
be located on a hill overlooking North-
ern Virginia, Washington 
areas, and next to the Met-
ro. We believed it had great 
potential as an investment 
and future home. Our first 
visit was after the top floor 
was poured on Building 1. 
We put on hard hats, used a 
construction elevator to ride 
to the top floor, and walked 
around with no apartment 
walls or protection from fall-
ing from the edges. 

We saw the long stretch 
of  the Potomac River, Old 
Town, and Washington, 
D.C., including monuments. 

This was our “WOW” factor. The 
night view turned out to be more beau-
tiful. We had the first choice for a unit, 
garage and storage. We selected unit 
1610. We met one October evening, 
early 1980s with about 12 other pur-
chasers as the first group spending the 
evening signing our individual papers 
and taking possession. 

Montebello was our rental property 
for about 12 
years. Around 
1995, our chil-
dren matured 
and moved 
on. Although 
much en-
joyed, we did 
not need the 
large property 
to maintain. 
We sold the 
family home 
and moved to 
Montebello.

There is 
much to enjoy regarding Montebello 
and condo living. The first is the loca-
tion on a beautiful historic hill with a 
terrific view, day and night. No yard 

work and limited maintenance. The 
condo is easy to secure while traveling 
or spending about eight months in Flor-
ida during the winter season. It is near 
our children and five grandchildren.

However, there are frustrations, es-
pecially when one was used to a sin-
gle-family dwelling and could make 
all decisions. Compared, condo living 
is allowing another person to manage 
much of  one’s home investment. This 
was known and accepted when pur-
chasing. However, I did not anticipate 
poor decisions over many years by the 
administration and supported by the 
board of  directors. The following are 
several of  the latest examples. 

Destruction of trees
One of  the great assets of  Monte-

bello are the mature trees, hundreds of  
years old, which make Montebello so 
unique, much like our former home. It 
was so sad for me, and I am sure many 
others, to see many trees slaughtered. 
Was there no other way to get to the 
fitness center building site? Could an 
adequate crane have been used to move 
materials to the site? If  there was only 
the bank, did it need to be so wide? All 

Private home vs. condo living:
Lots of  room for improvement

Family home from 1972 to 1995. Note the beauty of 
trees that made this property so nice.

Night view of Alexan-
dria from our balcony
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materials had to come through the nar-
row Montebello gate. Could many of  
the destroyed trees have been saved? 

Photos on this page show the de-
struction of  trees as well as the results 
of  not containing erosion after the re-
moval of  the trees. (The “tree protec-
tion area” sign was not Photoshop-ed. 
The words sound great, but reality is 
completely different. The same reality 
that our emails will be answers in sever-
al days, but are not.)

Tennis court problems
The number of  residents of  Mon-

tebello playing tennis dwindled over 
the years. The plastic tennis surface, I 
am sure, was a major influence. Tennis 
friends did not want to come to Monte-
bello to play. We opted to use courts in 
local parks. Some joined the Mt. Ver-
non Racquet Club. The concerns of  
many residents regarding plastic courts 
surfaces were ignored for 30+ years. Fi-
nally a decision was made to repair and 
resurface the tennis courts. 

Under contract, extremely poor 
construction took place; allowed and 
accepted by the administration. Patch-
ing was attempted to repair cracked, 
separating, and bubbling surfaces. 
However, it become apparent to the 
BoD that a repair of  the repair and a 
resurfacing of  the resurfacing was de-
sirable. Being an owner and profession-
al tennis instructor, I asked questions of  
the administration and president of  the 
BoD. I received no responses, therefore 
no answers. 

When I pur-
chase an object 
or service, es-
pecially under 
contract, I know 
what I will re-
ceive. The same 
should hold true 
for owners in a 
condo complex 
who pay the 
bills. This is my 
frustration with 
being part of  
the Montebello 
condo complex, so different than sin-
gle-home ownership. Why is informa-
tion not available, why are basic ques-
tions not answered, not only for me but 
many residents/owners? Is it embarrass-

ment and/or protection of  certain pro-
fessional staff members? If  it is embar-
rassment, then there are problems that 
need to corrected.

To the Committee on Cost Saving: 
I suggest that you start with the above 

(Left) Ero-
sion result-
ing from 
removal of 
trees. 

(Below) Sad 
that all of 
these large 
old trees 
had to be 
destroyed.

paragraph to let all owners know why 
we had to pay twice for repair and resur-
facing of  the tennis courts. Montebello 
has a professional facility manager, a 
tennis consultant was hired, yet it took 
two repairs and resurfacings to get it 
right. How much was paid to the con-
sultant; I have asked, but as usual, no re-
sponse. Please let us know. Was anyone 
held accountable? If  not, will anything 
ever change or do owners just pay? 

Bulletin boards were removed and 
replaced by monitors, which are poorly 

programmed and do not work. Trees 
were destroyed, then replaced by other 
plants. At what cost? Much justification 
was given for a 3.9% increase in con-
do fees. Nothing was mentioned of  the 
above costs, and others, as a factor for 
the increase.

Elevator issues
Unit 1610 is beside the top pulleys 

in the elevators. This spring/summer, 
because of  our location, we were con-
stantly bombarded with noise 24/7 for 
almost three months because of  a de-
fective pulley. Calls and reports were 
made by many with similar experienc-
es. My inquiries as to what happened 
received contradictory information 
from the administration, then an email 
for the chairman of  the BoD stated that 
the “case is closed.” How convenient to 
avoid answering questions. The above 
paragraphs illustrate loss of  quality of  
life as well as thousands of  dollars to all 
owners.

The good at Montebello out-
weighs the frustrating. Perhaps 
the frustrating can change when 
new BoD members are elect-
ed who truly wish to represent 
residents/owners, having high 
expectations for and hold indi-
vidual professional employees 
accountable. I believe there has 
been a start in this direction. 
More needs to be done.
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The good at Montebello outweighs 
the frustrating. Perhaps the frustrating 
can change when new BoD members 
are elected who truly wish to repre-
sent residents/owners, having high 
expectations for and hold individual 
professional employees accountable. I 
believe there has been a start in this di-
rection. More needs to be done.

We now have a very nice surface 
and would hope that tennis can make 
a comeback to enhance our lives and 

the value of  our units. I en-
courage all living at Montebel-
lo to consider being part of  the 
Montebello tennis community. 
This year was a start in build-
ing tennis again at Montebel-
lo with young and the more 
mature participating in pro-
grams. I am sure there will be 
programs offered by the Tennis 
Club during the 2017 season to 
make tennis an enjoyable part 

of  Montebello living. 
We look forward to 

many more summers 
at Montebello and will 
likely pass our unit to 
our children who live in 
the surrounding area. M

(Left) Poorly maintained 
first resurfacing. Was it 
known that this had to 
be replaced because of 
the poor construction?

(Below) Results of the 
second repair and resur-
facing.

By Sarah Newcomb

Just about every resident has 
seen Montebello’s crows. The 
large birds, black from beak 

to toe, are common on our property. 
Their raspy “caw-caw” sound can be 
heard daily in the woodlands.

Crows use their more than 20 calls, 
coos, rattles and clicks to mark territory, 
telling others that the area is taken and 
no one should enter. Their voices com-
municate with family members, and 
the birds are able to distinguish calls 
of  known individuals. Crows typically 
hide their nests near the top quarter 
of  Montebello’s tall evergreens. Crows 
eat a wide variety of  foods – prefer-
ring Montebello’s earthworms, insects 
and small animals, seeds, and fruit. It 
is also true that crows will eat garbage, 
carrion, and unfortunately, chicks they 
rob from other nests. In general, crows 
mate for life. Young crows do not breed 
until they are about four. Less than 

half  of  crow chicks survive their first 
year. Families stay together in groups 
that consist of  the breeding pair and 
offspring from the past two years that 
help raise additional young. If  a bird 
is killed, the flock can change its entire 
migratory pattern from our property 
for up to two years.

Montebello’s crows are astounding-
ly smart. While you are taking a walk 
in our woodlands, our crows are get-
ting to know your face and associate it 
with your behavior. The U.S. Depart-
ment of  Defense is funding a study at 
the University of  Washington inves-
tigating this ability to pick individual 
faces out of  a crowd and recognize the 
bad guys, even months later. Fright-
ening behavior in the study was being 
caught by a scientist wearing a scary 
mask, and released to “tell the story.” 
After the captured crow was released, 
neighboring crows all sent up warnings 
whenever individuals wearing the same 
mask came along, although these birds 

Montebello’s crows: haven’t we met?
had not experienced the bad behavior 
directly. Scientists also showed that this 
knowledge was successfully transmitted 
to the next generation. Crow offspring 
sent up warning calls upon seeing a hu-
man wearing the same mask when the 
parents were not around. See or https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOkj7lJpeoc

Types of  crows are one of  3 among 
6 million species on Earth that make 
and use tools. Examples include a cap-
tive crow using a cup to carry water 
over to a bowl of  dry mash; shaping a 
piece of  wood and then sticking it into 
a hole in a fence post in search of  food; 
and breaking off pieces of  pine cone to 
drop on tree climbers near a nest. See 
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Amer-
ican_Crow/lifehistory.

Montebello residents may notice 
warning calls when they walk our 
woodland trails with their pets. Not to 
be taken personally, our crows just may 
be telling us, “Montebello is my home, 
and it’s where I want to stay!” M

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOkj7lJpeoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOkj7lJpeoc
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/American_Crow/lifehistory
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/American_Crow/lifehistory
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(Top) On the road near Rochester, New York
(Bottom) Occoquan Reservoir at Fountainhead Regional 
Park Photos by Azita Mashayekhi

A thousand words
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A well-kept secret?
Text and photos by Joel Miller

Whether you visit the National Building Museum with a grandchild (as we did), or with a child...or 
by yourself, it will be time well-spent. The child can immerse her/himself in hours of self-directed 
building projects with a myriad of small and large materials; the child in you can view exhibits of 
the building toys of your youth (Erector Sets, Lincoln Logs, American Bricks and more); and the adult 
in you can enjoy strolling through an unbelievable masterpiece of interior architecture. The outside 
of this interesting building is a simple gift-wrapping covering a fantastic surprise package which I 
advise you to unwrap. On a Sunday morning (opened at 11 a.m.) it was not at all busy and allowed 
us easy access to all activities and exhibits.

401 F Street NW Washington, D.C. 20001  www.nbm.org

Junius Fielding Scarborough, IV, grandson of Joel and Elaine Miller, gets a lot of hands-on time 
during his recent visit to the National Building Museum
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From top left: Noah Caliendo as a Lego Nin-
jago; Vikings Rachel and Richard Swanson 
with Jackson; Lisa Stedge (Dr. Doolittle) with 
Super Clark; Viking Mike and Maleficent 
Angel Jensen; and Rebecca Hayden as Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg.
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Goodfellas 
Montebello Café 

Opening Reception: November 19th  from  4-6pm 

Show exhibit November 19 through January 6th 

 

 

 Anna Schalk is an artist who celebrates life.  Each and every subject 

painted reflects her inner feelings occurring in the moment.  Her 

paintings are her responses to her belief that life and “all that is” are to 

be embraced completely. 

 

Anna has been honored over many years with awards in national and 

international juried shows including AWS, SCWS and GWS societies.  

Prior to moving to Virginia, her South Carolina Watermedia Society 

2012 award, winning “Memories”, was reproduced to 20 by 30 feet and 

mounted for one month on the exterior wall of the City Gallery in 

Charleston, SC.  She has received the Best in Show award for two 

consecutive years in the Arlington Artists Alliance shows as well as an 

Honorable Mention 2013 Alexandria Art League show.  She was juried 

into a solo show in the Crystal City Gallery Underground for June 2016 

where she exhibited 26 figurative paintings. The Crystal City Gallery 

Underground represents Anna in Virginia. 

 

Anna serves on the Arlington Artists Alliance Board of Directors where 

she is the chairman of Professional Development. 
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Chess Club
Beginners, masters, and in-between

No commitment, no cost, just fun
Play!  Share!  Learn!  Practice!

Montebello chess enthusiasts meet on 
the fourth Thursday of most months at 

7 p.m. in the Community Center 
Card Room

You don’t need to attend every game 
night or even be on-time
Contact Pamela Copley at 

pvongruber@aol.com for information

The Montebello Bowling League 
needs you! 

We are still down a few bowlers on Monday and 
1-2 bowlers on Wednesday. Subs are needed on 

both nights. No experience necessary! 
We are looking for people who just want to 

have fun and smile. It’s a handicap league, so it 
really doesn’t matter how good you are. 

Contact the League President, Mark Woods at 
703 498 0143 or at mjddwoods@earthlink.net. 

Or just stop by any Monday or Wednesday. 
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               MONTEBELLO MUSIC CLUB PRESENTS 
 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
 
 

Date:  Saturday, Nov. 12  
Time:  9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.   
Place:  Montebello Community Center  
 
Free to everyone to attend!  Start your holiday shopping! 
 
To sell:  Rent a table and sell items! The cost is $20 per 6 ft. table or $10 per half a 
table. Money collected by the Montebello Music Club for table rentals goes to 
bringing free, quality entertainment to Montebello residents. Please advise if 
you will need an electrical outlet.  You will need to provide your own easels.  
  
Set up: No one will be at the Community Center to watch your table on Friday  
night, but if you have things you wish to set up then, you may do so after 6:00  
p.m.  You may set up Saturday morning beginning at 7:00 a.m.  
  
Please make your reservation for a table right away by either calling  
703-960-0865 or e-mailing me at carlahj@cox.net, then getting payment to me as  
soon as you can.  I must have your reservation by Thursday, Nov. 9.  
  
Also, I need to know the sort of items you will be displaying for sale, i.e.,  
jewelry, art, flowers, etc. Please tell your friends and if they want to participate 
they just need to get in touch with me.  
   
Carla Jones-Batka, President, Montebello Music Club  
5904 Mount Eagle Dr., #418, Alexandria, VA 22303-2536  
703-960-0865-home/703-407-2516-cell, carlahj@cox.net  
 

The annual Book Swap 
on Oct. 29 in Party Room 
2 included categories such 
as fiction, history, biogra-
phy, home and garden, art, 
sports, cookbooks, poetry, 
philosophy, reference, chil-
dren, self-help, and science.

Nearly 60 book-lovers 
stopped by and took a lot 
of books. The remaining 
books were taken to the 
Sherwood Hall Library for 
the Friends of the Library 
book sales. – Pam Howell

Photo by Azita Mashayekhi
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Final glance


